William Hall Turner, 43" Virginia Cavalry

William Hall Turner was born June 13, 1841 in Harford County, Maryland, the son of William
Fitzhugh Turner and Jane Smith Hall. Called ‘Willie’ and one of 10 children, his father died
December 4, 1852 and his mother died in December 1857.> Willie Turner was a class of 1861
student at St. Paul’s College Preparatory School in Concord, New Hampshire. He enrolled in
Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut as a class of 1864 student.’

There is no record that William Hall Turner enlisted in a Maryland Confederate organization
upon the outbreak of the Civil War. Instead, he apparently tried to make his way to Virginia,
arriving at the home of his first cousin, Mary E. ‘Ida’ Dulany on July 30, 1861. Ida and her
husband Henry G. ‘Hal’ Dulany resided at ‘Oakley’ located east of Upperville on the Little River
Turnpike in northern Fauquier County, Virginia. Ida Dulany noted in her diary for July 31, 1861:
“Willie Turner wishes to join a cavalry company. He has just escaped from Maryland.”® In
September 1861, Turner joined his brother-in-law, William Carrere, on the staff of Brigadier
General Isaac R. Trimble.*

Willie Turner made frequent trips back to Fauquier County to visit his relatives. On
September 2, 1862, he was visiting his uncle Edward Carter Turner of ‘Kinlock’ at which time
the two of them took a trip to the Second Manassas battlefield to try to locate the grave of cousin
Wilson Turner, son of Henry Smith Turner of St. Louis, who had fallen in that battle.®

Sometime during the summer of 1863, Willie Turner joined Mosby’s 43" Virginia Cavalry
Battalion. He formally enlisted in Company B on October 1, 1863 at Scuffleburg in Fauquier
County by Captain William R. Smith. Turner appears as present on the October-December, 1863
muster roll.®

William Hall Turner joined with 105 other rangers on January 9, 1864 in the ill-fated January
10™ attack on the cavalry camp of Major Henry A. Cole’s 2™ Maryland Home Guard Battalion
located at Loudoun Heights south of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. Turner was mortally
wounded during the battle and died shortly thereafter.” The final resting-place of William Hall
Turner is unknown.

Editor’s notes: There are no Confederate records indicating William Hall Turner*s service on
General Trimble’s staff; only the reference in Ida Dulany’s diary and the service record noted of
Turner’s brother-in-law, William Carrere.

William Hall Turner was related to several Thomas Turner’s who served as staff members for
generals in the Army of Northern Virginia. His older brother Captain Thomas Shirley Turner,
known as ‘Baltimore Tom’, served in the escort party for General Robert E. Lee.® Cousin
Thomas Theodore Turner (brother of Wilson Turner noted above), known as “St. Louis Tom’,
served as a 1% Lieutenant and aide-de-camp to Major General Richard S. Ewell.® Another cousin,
Thomas Baynton Turner, known as ‘Kinlock Tom’, was the son of Edward Carter Turner and
served as a Lieutenant and aide-de-camp on the staff of Major General J.E.B. Stuart before
joining Mosby’s Rangers.*® William Thomas Turner, known as ‘Prince George’s Tom’, who was
mortally wounded along side William Hall Turner at Loudoun Heights, was unrelated to the
above mentioned Turner’s.

Although William Hall Turner’s final resting-place is unknown, it could be assumed that his
remains may have been returned to Maryland and buried near his parents. This is based on the
efforts expended by the Turner family in the area to claim the body of his cousin Wilson Turner
from the Second Manassas battlefield and have it returned to his home in St. Louis, Missouri.
Likely, no less was done for William Hall Turner, especially given he had a brother on General
Robert E. Lee’s staff.!

Let us never forget the sacrifice of William Hall Turner.
© Hugh Keen, September 2004.
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