
William R. Whitescarver, 43rd Virginia Cavalry 
William R. Whitescarver was born about 1845 in Rappahannock County, Virginia.  He was 

the only son of Winston Pemberton Whitescarver, a schoolteacher, and Susan Frances Bragg.i  In 
1860, the Whitescarver family was residing between Laurel Mills and Woodville in 
Rappahannock County.ii

There is no record of William R. Whitescarver’s involvement in the Civil War prior to his 
enlistment with the 43rd Virginia Cavalry.  He was enlisted in Company B on October 1, 1863 by 
Captain William R. Smith at Scuffleburg, Fauquier County, Virginia.  On a company muster roll 
dated January 22, 1964 that covered the period October 1 to December 31, 1863, William R. 
Whitescarver is reported to have “died of typhoid fever 31st December, 1863.” iii The final resting 
place of his remains is unknown. 

Editor’s Comments: William R. Whitescarver is the only known member of Mosby’s 
Command to have died of disease while not being incarcerated in a Union prison.  A review of 
the Rappahannock County, Virginia death records for a period prior to and during the Civil War 
revealed that typhoid fever was a fairly common cause of death at that time.iv

Let us never forget the sacrifice of William R. Whitescarver. 
© Hugh Keen, November 2005 
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