
Francis Marion Yates, 43rd Virginia Cavalry 
Francis Marion Yates was born between 1847 and 1848 in Rappahannock County, Virginia.  

He was the son of Charles W. and Sarah L. Yates.  The Yates family was enumerated in the 1860 
census of Rappahannock County as residing in the town of Sperryville, where Charles Yates was 
a school teacher.1

Sometime in 1864, Francis M. Yates joined Company B of the 43rd Virginia Cavalry 
Battalion.  The only official record of his service with the 43rd is his inclusion on a 4th quarter 
1864 clothing receipt roll for the battalion.2

On September 4, 1864, a detachment of Mosby’s men from Companies A and B was lounging 
in the woods near Myer’s Ford on the Shenandoah River in Jefferson County, Virginia. (now 
West Virginia).  They were resting near the road from the ford to Wilson’s Gap in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains.   The Rangers, commanded by Lieutenant Joseph H. Nelson, were surprised by a 
detachment of Captain Richard Blazer’s Independent Scouts.  In the ensuing fight, the 
Confederates were overwhelmed by the Union cavalrymen, the result being two of Nelson’s men 
killed, several wounded including Francis M. Yates, and five Rangers captured.  Yates was shot 
from his horse and left for dead on the field.  He later regained consciousness and helped revive 
another Ranger who was left for dead near the Shenandoah River.3

Yates joined with about 50 other Rangers, mostly from Company D, on a scout to Fairfax 
County in March 1865.  On March 12, the Rangers, led by Captain Alfred Glascock, struck a 
detachment of the 13th New York Cavalry Regiment about 2 miles from Vienna on the road to 
Lewinsville near Gantt’s House.  The partisans completely routed the Union cavalrymen.  
Glascock had two men wounded and one killed in action; that being Francis Marion Yates.  
Ranger James J. Williamson indicated in his history of Mosby’s Rangers that Yates was 
“accidentally killed by our own men in the charge.”4

The final resting place of the remains of Francis M. Yates is unknown.  Let us never forget the 
sacrifice of Francis Marion Yates. 
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